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MONTESSORI KINDERGARTEN




[image: ][bookmark: _Hlk74992793]Oakdin Montessori Kindergarten is a privately-owned converted bungalow, with six bright attractive classrooms, in a true home away from home environment. There is a large garden and outside area designed to meet the needs of children for them to enjoy being outside as much as they enjoy being inside.
We provide sessional and full day-care for children between the ages of 0 and 5 years old throughout the year.
The years before the age of 5 are the most formative years of life, everything that occurs in their life has a profound effect and therefore the quality of early experiences are fundamental to their self-construction.
The central idea of Montessori philosophy is to provide freedom for children within a carefully planned and structural environment so that they may cultivate their own natural desire to learn. Our aim is to provide a happy, homely and non-competitive atmosphere in which children may grow and learn naturally at their own pace.
THE PROPRIETORS Mrs A. M. Din
THE PRINCIPAL DIRECTRESS Mrs Shahida Shah
The Kindergarten staff are fully qualified and highly experienced. A staff/child ratio is maintained above the legal requirement so that the best possible environment is provided for your child(ren). Dedicated students and volunteers will also occasionally be on the premises assisting the Kindergarten staff.
THE SESSIONS
Oakdin Montessori Kindergarten is open for sessional and full day care (Monday- Friday 7am – 7pm). All children engage in free flow in the Montessori environment, including outdoor play covering all areas of Eyfs (Early Years Foundation Stage)
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE SESSIONS

BASIC COMPUTER SKILLS

HOLIDAY CLUB
During the school holidays the Kindergarten remains open. Children who currently attend the kindergarten have priority. We also welcome new children for the school holiday sessions.
MUSIC AND MOVEMENT

SCIENCE ACTIVITIES

SCIENCE ACTIVITIES


[image: ][bookmark: _Hlk75771443]MONTESSORI ORIGINS

Dr Maria Montessori (1870-1952) has been one of the most influential pioneers in early childhood education this century. Her ideas have become known and recognized throughout the world and have significantly influenced mainstream education. 
[bookmark: _Hlk75776094]Because of her medical background she approached education not as an educator or philosopher, but as a scientist. She used the classroom as her laboratory for observing children and for developing her ideas about the best ways of helping them achieve their full potential. Dr. Montessori put her ideas into practice, retaining and developing those that obviously worked. So great was her success that she travelled the world, establishing schools and lecturing about her discoveries. She wrote numerous books and many articles.
She died in Holland in 1952 at the age of 82. She left the legacy to the world of a method of education which combines a philosophy with a practical approach based on the central ideas of freedom for the child within a carefully planned and structured environment. She advocated that all children are intrinsically motivated to learn and that they absorb knowledge without effort when provided with the right kind of activities at the right time of their development.












[image: ][image: ]
THE PHILOSOPHY

Universal characteristics of childhood
All children want to learn with freedom to investigate the world around them, they will become active learners.
From birth to 6 years of age, children have an absorbent mind. Everything that occurs in their life has a profound effect and therefore, the quality of early experiences are of fundamental importance to the self-construction.
Children pass through sensitive periods in their development.

THE PREPARED ENVIRONMENT

Freedom
There should be physical, intellectual and social freedom. Everything is child-sized, and all the activities are within reach to allow free choice. Control flows from self-discipline.
Structure and order
The classroom is ordered and well planned. The curriculum and teaching materials are carefully selected and presented to the children. This provides a structure for their learning.
Simplicity and aesthetic awareness
The classroom is not over-crowded or over-stimulated with attention being paid to the development of aesthetic awareness.


NATURE AND REALITY

There is emphasis on bringing about awareness of the real world and the children are encouraged to take care of and learn to understand and respect the natural world around them

[image: ][image: ][image: ]
OUTDOOR ACTIVITY

The Kindergarten has its own garden, a huge outside space which is used for six areas of curriculum study. It also has separate secure areas which consists of a vegetable planting area flower planting area, mini beast area and sensory garden which promotes the study of nature. We also have a recycling area where the children recycle their food waste and their packed lunch refuse which incorporates composting.
The children will be invited to come out on small excursions and to attend visits from people as fire service, police etc.
Parents are informed in advance of all events.
STRUCTURE AND ORDER

The Montessori materials cover development activities designed to meet the needs of children in six curriculum areas:
1. Practical Life (Personal, social and emotional development) 
2. Sensorial (Problem solving and reasoning)
3. Mathematics (Problem solving, reasoning and innumeracy) 
4. Language (Communication, Language and Literacy)
5. Cultural (knowledge and understanding of the world)
6. Creative

THE BABY ROOM

Oakdin has a warm comfortable and inviting room for babies, it has potential to allow young babies to grow and thrive in a home from home environment. The room is designed to provide a stimulating environment using sensory toys and activities and there are lots of opportunities for the babies to explore the Montessori environment. All activities are appropriate for the age and stage of development and are in conjunction with helping a smooth transition into the Montessori classrooms. It allows for adequate preparation for their early years in pre-school from the age of 2, all under one roof at Oakdin.
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All babies will have an appropriate key worker who will be responsible for your child’s daily development. They  will have a detailed diary which is completed each day they attend to inform you of what your child  eats, if they have slept and how they have progressed during the day so you can keep in touch with your child’s step by step milestone of development without missing out on the important rewarding targets they achieve.
WE LIAISE CLOSELY WITH PARENTS SO YOUR CHILD FEELS SAFE AND SECURE
WHILST AT THE MONTESSORI.
IT IS OUR OBJECTIVE THAT YOUR CHILD CAN LEARN AND ENJOY IN YOUR ABSENCE

CHILDREN WITH 
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND/OR DISABILITIES
 (S.E.N.D)

How our setting identifies young children who may need extra help and support
We have a range of experienced, professional and knowledgeable staff who are well trained in observing and monitoring children’s development and recognising where children may need additional help and support.

Through the Key Person Approach which is imbedded in practice, children have their learning, development and progress throughout the EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum) regularly monitored through individual Learning Journeys which are monitored and tracked by the Kindergarten supervisor.

These are tracked on Tapestry online learning journals and appropriate next steps planned in order to help the child reach their full potential. Each term these Learning Journeys are collated into a developmental report, shared with parents and relevant external professionals, who work together to plan for future aims. Alongside this team, each nursery has their own designated SENCO (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator) who has personally undergone extensive training in all areas of additional needs and who the staff and parents can go to for advice and support.

The SENCO coordinator will work alongside the Kindergarten Supervisor, child, parents and Key Person to access the appropriate support for the child and family and put plans in place to support the child whilst at nursery. We would form an agreed action plan, that focuses on outcomes and child-centred planning, this will be reviewed regularly and updated as required.




How our setting supports and organizes resources to meet the needs of young children with SEND
Every young child is treated as an individual at Oakdin Montessori Kindergarten. Children with SEND will be supported by their Key Person at the setting alongside the Kindergarten SENCO. They will have targeted support for the area of need and all staff working with the child will be made aware of this.
Observations and activities during the day will focus on the development of the specific area, e.g. speech.

Various support methods and resources will be put in place from visual aids, to PECS (Picture Exchange System), to ‘first and then’ boards, dependent upon the individual child. Where appropriate the setting will access additional support from external professionals and experts who can access further help for the child and the family, outside of the Kindergarten the nursery may also be able to apply for additional grants and funding to support the child whilst in our care, for example by providing specialist resources and equipment, to providing targeted intensive support with a one to one staff member.

The setting will work alongside the family and gain advice and support from their area SENCO where needed. Any additional resources are identified in the long-term plans and business plans of the company to ensure that they are used and allocated accordingly.

How our setting creates learning and development opportunities for individual children with SEND

At Oakdin Montessori Kindergarten, the learning environment is accessible for all and easily adaptable. Learning is on an individual basis, with Learning Journeys carried out by the child’s Key Person who personally monitors the child’s development and plans for their next steps accordingly. They are well trained in identifying where children may need additional support and know how and where to access this.

Oakdin Montessori Kindergarten believes in creating natural play environments which enable and encourage children to develop and thrive. As a result, natural resources are used throughout – the baby room being entirely of natural materials, and the rest of the Kindergarten incorporating this into their daily play and learning. Sand, water, playdough and mark making are always available in and outdoors in addition to other toys and equipment, providing a sensory rich environment to promote all 7 senses. This is even more crucial for children with additional needs
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What parents/ carers should do if they think their child may have
special educational needs and disabilities
If parents think their child may have SEND, the first thing they should do is speak to their child’s Key Person. They will in turn inform the Kindergartens supervisor and SENCO and a meeting will be arranged to determine the next course of action. This normally occurs in the form of focused observations on an area of concern, for example speech development. 
An agreement will be reached to access additional external support if the initial plans put in place by the kindergarten fail to show any improvement

How our setting works in partnership with parents/carers

Through the Key Person Approach Oakdin Montessori Kindergarten works together to promote and develop our parent partnerships. Oakdin Montessori Kindergarten recognises that parents/carers are a child’s first educator and believes that working in partnership with parents is of major value and importance to the nursery in enabling it to provide a happy, caring and stable environment for them and their children.

The kindergarten aims to form good relationships with parents/carers and ensure that they are active participants in the organisation of the kindergarten. We believe the better our relationships with parents/carers, the easier information regarding their children (developmental, social or health related) can be exchanged comfortably between them and the kindergarten staff.
We will strive to achieve a strong and equal working partnership with parents by issuing termly newsletters, open evenings and parents forums.
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Day to day 


Meals
We provide three daily meals, breakfast, lunch and tea, and there is a healthy snack bar which is available during the day for children to help themselves together with fresh drinking water, milk and orange juice. Baby meals are pureed or mashed down accordingly. If your child has any allergies to any foods, please inform us on your child’s enrolment form.

Uniform
Oakdin Montessori Kindergartens has own compulsory uniform. Details are provided in the pamphlet separately. Parents are requested to provide brush or comb. Aprons are provided. Parents should ensure all clothing is clearly labelled with the child’s name to avoid any loss of property. Children should not bring to the Kindergarten, money, toys, and jewellery or ornaments.

Key worker
Each child will have their own key worker who will be responsible for the child/children’s progress. Parents open evenings are held each term. All parents are invited to attend. Parents are notified of the date of each event in advance. The children’s work will be available for parents to see. The Kindergarten Principal Directress and assistants will be in attendance and will be delighted to discuss the development of your child(ren). Please be advised that children are prohibited from attending these events.

Toilet training
We encourage potty training when your child is ready, pull-ups are encouraged, and low-level child size toilets and sinks are used to help this transition.

Medication
Should your child require medication on the days he/she is attending the Kindergarten, parents are required to provide a letter of authorisation allowing first aided staff members to administer the medication and written instructions. We are only able to administer medication prescribe by the doctor and if your child is on antibiotics there is a 24-hour time period (from when they first receive the medication) before they are to return to the nursery.

Illness
Children must be kept away from the setting for 48 hours after last bout of sickness/diarrhoea/ illness to ensure that they are well and to prevent the spread of infection to others. If your child becomes ill at nursery, we will contact you for your permission to give your child Calpol if appropriate. If your child remains unwell you will be asked to collect them. Collection of children






Collection of children

It is the parent’s responsibility to bring their children to Kindergarten and to collect them on time. They are expected to be prompt and arrive as scheduled (a 10-minute fee of £5 is chargeable for overtime incurred.) Should an emergency arise, parents are expected to telephone and advise staff they will be late. However, if no contact is made via parent to Kindergarten in half an hour, and no contact is successful via emergency numbers and other potential methods, we have been instructed by Ofsted to notify Social Services.
In the best interest of children and parents the Kindergarten will not, under any circumstances whatsoever, allow the collection of any child from Kindergarten by anyone who has not been previously authorised in writing by the parents to do so. (The alternative person must be aged 16 or over). Such communication must contain a description of the alternative person collecting the child stating:
1. Name
2. Address
3. Relationship to child and parents
4. A general description e.g. colour of hair, eye and height
5. If possible, a photo of the person
Under no circumstances will the Kindergarten allow the collection of any child from the Kindergarten where the only means of parental authorisation is by telephone



Kindergarten calendar

Oakdin Montessori Kindergarten is open all year round apart from Bank Holidays. We operate from 7am-7pm and run sessions to suit your child’s needs. During the holidays the Kindergarten remains open.
Children who are already registered with the Kindergarten have priority, although we do accept children between the ages of 0 and 5 years old who are not already enrolled in the Kindergarten.


Fees and funding

All children are entitled to receive the Governments Free Early Education 15 Hours Universal Funding (FEEE) the term after their third birthday for a maximum of 38 weeks per year (term time only), 30 hour funded places are available to eligible three and four-year-olds. Funding cannot be accessed on Bank Holidays therefore reducing the full entitlement within the funded term time of 38 weeks.

All fees are reviewed annually in September.
Oakdin is registered with many providers and childcare vouchers may be used to settle fee charges.


LOCATION AND CONTACT DETAILS
ADDRESS: 67 Perry Street, Billericay CM12 0NA
TELEPHONE: 01277 633055
EMIAL: info@oakdinmontessori.co.uk
WEBSITE: www.oakdinmontessori.co.uk
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A fantastic place to help your little acorns grow
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